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UFOs6 Michael Oliveri continues HhHi§ jJourney 1Into
nature of human experiment. In several sculptures and photographs he
dives into the material world that lies at the heart of scientific progress.
His work playfully explores the inner spaces of molecular science,
nanotechnology, biological engineering, in short, the smadind large-
size matter that is loaded with scientific possibilities but almost invisible
to the human eye. Take for instance nanotechnology which controls
matter on the scale of an atom or molecule. In daily life, nano
structures appear in sun lotion, cosmetics, stain resistant clothing, etc.
The size of a nanometer to a meter is the same as that of a marble to
the planet Earth. Collaborating with his colleagues in physics and
engineering at the University of Georgia by utilizing the most advanced
scientific imaging technologies, Oliveri turns the scale on its head. In
the resulting photographs, Oliveri harnesses nanotechnology for a
different end, the aesthetic experience of seeing inner spaces revealed.

Then there are the hydroponic tomato plants growing inside a UFO. A
hydroponic tomato farm freshly flown in by exttarrestrials? Some

time ago such a story could only be the product of science fiction.
Today strange things are possible outside the realm of fiction. In 1984
NASA did indeed fly tomato seeds into outer space on board the Space
Shuttle Challenger. Then elementasghool children around the United
States were invited to use the sgeds In sScience p
exhibition at Cheekwood, school children will also have the opportunity
to conduct hydroponic experiments in a greenhouse lalexcept this

time the seeds have not gone to outer space.

Jochen WierichCurator of Art

A pineapple designates topics for

discussion and classroom activities.

I n his new Cheekwood exhibition glnnerspace, Per mac



